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Introduction 

By the early 1990s, some 2.2 million children in Uganda had 

lost one or both parents to AIDS. The epidemic touched the 

lives of many Ugandans, including Twesegye* Jackson Kaguri, 

who lost his brother Frank and sister Mbabazi to the disease. 

 

In this Skype-recorded episode of Bookpod, Jackson Kaguri 

talks about The Price of Stones, the book he wrote to 

publicize the role that education – especially the Nyaka AIDS 

Orphans School – is playing in stemming the incidence of the 

disease. 

 
Presentation 

Between me and my wife, we had saved five thousand dollars to 

build our own home in Bloomington, Indiana, and that's the 

money we used to build the first two classrooms. The prospect 

of “where are you going to get the rest of the money to 

continue” became a daunting challenge for me as the school 



 

was progressing. 

 

The approach I took was to tell anybody I met, whether we're 

on the soccer field, whether we're in a church, whether it 

was the people I volunteered with in different volunteer 

roles, I told everybody what we are doing and how people 

could help. 

 

In 2003, we opened with fifty-six students. And these were 

students who were selected among 5,000 students, school-aged 

orphaned children. 

 

Three days later we think we are full. One teacher is walking 

around in the village and he identifies this girl who was 

staying home with an uncle. We’ll call her Jane.  

 

Jane was older for a child to begin Level One of elementary 

school. Jane’s parents had died of HIV/AIDS after they sold 

everything trying to get medication to get better. Her uncle 

had told her she needed to get married so he can get money to 

support her brothers and young sisters and his own children. 

 

We negotiated with her uncle and told him we would support 

him, give him medication and give food from our school 



 

gardens. And Jane started school. And as soon as she started 

school at Nyaka, she said she wanted to be a teacher.  

 

Jane has graduated from Nyaka. That means she completed 

elementary school and is in senior two now, secondary school, 

where she's still pursuing a career to become a teacher and 

come back and teach at Nyaka. 

 

# 

 

I feel like many people don't understand what goes on in the 

life of the girl child in an African context. 

 

I had seen growing up so many violations in regard to 

children and women: Men beating on their wives every night. 

My own dad chasing on my mom out of the house. Girls raped 

while they're going to fetch water five miles away, two miles 

away. 

 

So when we started Nyaka, we made a policy that 65 percent of 

our students will be girls. And as soon as we started Nyaka 

with our holistic approach to give them meals and healthcare 

and food and clean water, many of these programs had been put 

there geared towards making life better for a girl child so 



 

she can come to school. 

 

For example, we provide healthcare at school, and this meets 

two main challenges that girls face in Uganda. When someone 

is sick in a family, the girl stays home to take care of them 

while the brothers go to school. 

 

And here we started healthcare and told all guardians and 

grandmothers that live with the children that if you are sick 

and need medical attention, send your girl and all the 

children to school and we'll send a nurse to come home and 

treat you. 

 

Instead of girls staying home now, you would hear in the 

morning people calling their girls they support, “Go to 

school, and make sure when you get to school, the nurse comes 

home and brings me aspirin.” All of a sudden our girls are 

coming to school all the time.  

 

We also through the healthcare program provide sanitary 

feminine products for the girls. Now, many people don't know 

that when a girl in my village reaches puberty, they don't 

have sanitary products to use, no pads for them. Instead, 

they use plant leaves.  



 

 

That's right. Plant leaves. And because of that, girls stay 

home during puberty and many of them end up not coming to 

school. Even if they come back to school, they have lost so 

much time in the classroom that they cannot pass their exams. 

 

Nyaka has solved that problem by providing sanitary hygiene 

products for girls in our school and now we're even giving to 

other schools surrounding the area. 

 

Those two factors have guaranteed girls who attended our 

school to continue and graduate at the same numbers as when 

they started seven years ago. The two classrooms that have 

graduated have graduated all the girls that we started with. 

That is unheard of in any school system in the country. 

 

The kids who would not have had a chance to go to school in 

their lives are the ones who are on top of academic ladders. 

The kids who are selected to join a school based on the 

poorest of the poor, are the ones who are performing very 

well. 

 
Valedictory 

You can hear Twesigye Jackson Kaguri speak further about the 



 

Nyaka AIDS Orphans School by visiting his Bookpod author page 

or the Bookpod blog on Wordpress. 

 

Bookpod producer is Barbara Finkelstein. Music is by Kevin 

MacLeod. 

 

See you next time at Bookpod, home to writers of lasting 

value. 

 
Related links 

Donate to the Nyaka AIDS Orphans Project 

http://www.nyakaschool.org/index.php 

 

AIDS orphans and faith: Why I return to Uganda 

http://www.huffingtonpost.com/twesigye-jackson-kaguri/aids-

orphans-and-faith-wh_b_609065.html 

 

Power of One (Time Magazine, story & video) 

http://www.time.com/time/magazine/article/0,9171,1993880,00.h

tml 

 

Buy The Price of Stones on Amazon 

http://www.amazon.com/gp/product/0670021849?ie=UTF8&tag=asith

a-20&linkCode=xm2&camp=1789&creativeASIN=0670021849 



 

 

Twesigye Jackson Kaguri on www.bookpod.org  

http://www.bookpod.org/it-takes-children-to-raise-a-village/ 

 

Twesigye Jackson Kaguri on www.bookpod.wordpress.com 

http://wp.me/pJX96-hJ 

 

* Twesigye is pronounced TWE-see-jay. 
 


