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About this transcript  
 
Each Boodpod transcript is an edited version of a longer conversation recorded in 
person or over the phone. It is not a formal essay. To gain a better appreciation of the 
text, below, please listen to the podcast episode.  
 
 
Introduction 

What motivates a person to come up with a solution to a 

seemingly intractable problem? 

 

In this Skype-recorded segment of Bookpod, Twesigye* Jackson 

Kaguri, author of The Price of Stones, talks about the role 

that his Christian faith played in spurring him to found the 

Nyaka AIDS Orphans School in southwestern Uganda. 

 
Presentation 

How did I become me? 

 

Here was a boy who was born to a family with a strong 

Christian background, a strong faith. You know what, my 

grandfather was determined to continue praising the Lord and 

holding prayers while Idi Amin had abolished anybody from 

worshipping. And he even went to jail. And when he got to 

jail, he started preaching to the prisoners. And they 



 

released him because they didn't want prisoners now also to 

become God-fearing people. 

 

I also have some little segments of stubbornness and 

determination to beat whatever obstacle comes my way. You 

look at when I was nine years old, after not listening to my 

sister, cautioning me not to climb a tree, and I ended up 

climbing that tree and fell out, and a hard stump of tree 

goes through my side from one side to the other side and [I] 

spent six months in the hospital. 

 

Right when I left hospital, after my grandmother had come 

every night and read for me verses from the Bible, 

encouraging me that God had a plan for me. I thought I was 

dying. And from that point really something started in me 

saying, “You have to make a difference. You are living 

because of some reason and you need to find what that reason 

and purpose is.” 

 

But most importantly, it's also what I saw as a child. Going 

in a classroom, having your best friends drop out of school 

because they cannot afford two cents for the pencil, half a 

pencil, a quarter of a pencil, really broke my heart as a 

young man. Why me and why not them? 



 

 

And so going back to this village, some of these children who 

are living in Nyaka school, are children of my friends who 

have died. And those friends died and dropped out of school 

because they couldn't afford a pencil. I had to give back and 

break that cycle of poverty and deprivation. Because if not, 

these children would also end up like their dads did: Not get 

an education, work all their lives to work for food, and they 

would be poor the rest of their lives. 

 
Valedictory 

You can hear Jackson Kaguri speak further about the Nyaka 

AIDS Orphans School by visiting his Bookpod author page or 

the Bookpod blog on Wordpress. 

 

Bookpod producer is Barbara Finkelstein. Music is by Kevin 

MacLeod. 

 

See you next time at Bookpod, home to writers of lasting 

value. 

 
Related links 

Donate to the Nyaka AIDS Orphans Project 

http://www.nyakaschool.org/index.php 



 

 

AIDS orphans and faith: Why I return to Uganda 

http://www.huffingtonpost.com/twesigye-jackson-kaguri/aids-

orphans-and-faith-wh_b_609065.html 

 

Power of One (Time Magazine, story & video) 

http://www.time.com/time/magazine/article/0,9171,1993880,00.h

tml 

 

Buy The Price of Stones on Amazon 

http://www.amazon.com/gp/product/0670021849?ie=UTF8&tag=asith

a-20&linkCode=xm2&camp=1789&creativeASIN=0670021849 

 

Twesigye Jackson Kaguri on www.bookpod.org  

http://www.bookpod.org/it-takes-children-to-raise-a-village/ 

 

Twesigye Jackson Kaguri on www.bookpod.wordpress.com 

http://wp.me/pJX96-hJ 

 

* Twesigye is pronounced TWE-see-jay. 
 


