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About this transcript  
 
Each Boodpod transcript is an edited version of a longer conversation recorded in 
person or over the phone. It is not a formal essay. To gain a better appreciation of the 
text, below, please listen to the podcast episode.  
 
 
Introduction 

When young Ugandan mothers and fathers die from AIDS, 

grandparents often step up to the task of raising their 

orphaned grandchildren. 

 

In this Skype-recorded segment of Bookpod, Twesigye* Jackson 

Kaguri, author of The Price of Stones, talks about the 

grandmothers’ program that is part of the Nyaka AIDS Orphans 

Project that he founded. 

 
Presentation 

The grandmothers’ program was brought on by the community 

members and grandmothers who are teaching at our schools. But 

it also goes back to when I grew up and looking at this 

situation where grandmothers have always been the heroes in 

every community. 

 

Many of us have those memories where your grandmother will 



 

sit at your side and give you your favorite candy or your 

favorite food. In my case, it would be sweet bananas. 

 

And grandmothers who we are talking about now are the people 

like my parents who invested everything they had to make sure 

their children get an education, knowing that once their 

children graduate and have jobs, they will come back and take 

care of them. 

 

That's number one reason why parents would work so hard to 

send their children to school. It is an investment. Jackson 

is my parents' social security, retirement, investment, Wall 

Street. Think of hair-do, they'll call me. Think of housing, 

they'll call me. Think of their food, I'm their food stamp. 

They invested so I can grow up and get a job and take care of 

them. They love to do that because they sacrificed so much. 

 

And now here grandmothers who invested everything they ever 

had in the lives of children, but their children died of 

HIV/AIDS. And after dying they left them with more children 

to invest in while all the investment was already gone. 

 

The grandmothers had sold goats and cows and their land so 

their children can get an education. Now they have dead 



 

bodies to bury on the little land left and more children to 

invest in and they have nothing to sell anymore. 

 

A grandmother who lives in a shack with grass roof, a grass 

roof which is so old she cooks her food in there. She keeps 

her goats and chicken under her bed. She sleeps on the same 

bed with four other children who are all young, who’ll wake 

up at night many times because they have to go pee pee or poo 

poo, outside house. 

 

When it rains at night, this roof leaks and the kids have to 

wake up and all stand up in one corner in one bundle and get 

all these droppings from the roof until it stops raining, 

that's when they will go back and lay down on their mats. 

 

We've gone in with these grandmothers and built them houses. 

We provide them micro-finance. Fifty dollars, 150 dollars, 

that changes someone's life forever, by buying piglets and 

buying sheep or buying a goat or buying chicken or weaving 

baskets or making clay pots. And then we get these materials 

back from them and give them to our donors and sell them to 

raise more money. 

 

We've gone in and built them toilets, outside house, because 



 

most of them cannot sleep at night thinking if a child goes 

out to do number two they might fall in this deep latrine and 

they will never see them again. 

 

And so we've gone back and taught parental classes. There are 

more than 7,000 grandmothers that we are working with, and 

they have a voice and they select among themselves a 

chairperson, a treasurer and a secretary. And they are 

determined, and realizing they are recognized as a group that 

can make a difference. And they are one of our hardest 

working groups that are growing at a faster pace. 

 
Valedictory 

You can hear Jackson Kaguri speak further about the Nyaka 

AIDS Orphans School by visiting his Bookpod author page or 

the Bookpod blog on Wordpress. 

 

Bookpod producer is Barbara Finkelstein. Music is by Kevin 

MacLeod. 

 

See you next time at Bookpod, home to writers of lasting 

value. 

 
Related links 



 

Donate to the Nyaka AIDS Orphans Project 

http://www.nyakaschool.org/index.php 

 

AIDS orphans and faith: Why I return to Uganda 

http://www.huffingtonpost.com/twesigye-jackson-kaguri/aids-

orphans-and-faith-wh_b_609065.html 

 

Power of One (Time Magazine, story & video) 

http://www.time.com/time/magazine/article/0,9171,1993880,00.h

tml 

 

Buy The Price of Stones on Amazon 

http://www.amazon.com/gp/product/0670021849?ie=UTF8&tag=asith

a-20&linkCode=xm2&camp=1789&creativeASIN=0670021849 

 

Twesigye Jackson Kaguri on www.bookpod.org  

http://www.bookpod.org/it-takes-children-to-raise-a-village/ 

 

Twesigye Jackson Kaguri on www.bookpod.wordpress.com 

http://wp.me/pJX96-hJ 

 

* Twesigye is pronounced TWE-see-jay. 
 


